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West Coast Vancouver Island (3 Days) 
 

 
 

Experience the open Pacific waters on the West Coast of Vancouver Island.   
The towns of Tofino and Ucluelet are popular destination choices. 

 

Three Day Dream Trip 
 

Day One Scenic cruise aboard BC Ferries from Vancouver to Nanaimo, Vancouver Island  
 
Nanaimo is officially known as Harbour City for good reason. Stretched like a long, lean finger 
along the east coast of south-central Vancouver Island, British Columbia's sixth-largest city gets 
its identity, history and a wealth of recreation from a lovely, island-sheltered harbour right in 
the heart of town. Hiking, boating, kayaking, biking and world-class scuba diving and snorkelling 
are everyday activities at the bustling waterfront, as seaplanes take flight from sparkling blue 
waters. 
 
 Travel from Nanaimo to Port Alberni (1 hour drive) 
 
Port Alberni (population: 17,548) serves ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ ./Ωǎ ǿŜǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ  Port Alberni boasts 
a magnificent, deep-sea port that opens to Alberni Inlet, Barkley Sound and the Pacific Ocean. 
The largest community in the Pacific Rim region, Port Alberni is an active forestry and fishing 
community.  Surrounded by freshwater lakes and streams, the area is wildly popular for its 
salmon sports fishing, as well as for hiking, camping, windsurfing and kayaking.  
  
 Continue travelling from Port Alberni to Tofino or Ucluelet (2 hours) 



2 

 

 Overnight in West Coast Accommodation      
 
Day Two Exploring Tofino and Ucluelet 
 
Tofino (population: 1,655) sits on a narrow peninsula bordered by Pacific Rim National Park 
Reserve to the south and the Pacific Ocean to the west, north and east.  Tourism has replaced 
timber and fishing as the mainstay of the local economy.  No wonder:  Tofino lies in the centre 
of Clayoquot Sound, a United Nations World Biosphere Reserve that supports many uncommon 
plant and animal species.  Its scenery, which includes miles of sandy beaches, stands of massive 
old-growth cedars and a seascape dotted with verdant islands, is breathtaking by any standard.   
 
Ucluelet - Pronounce it "Yew-Kloo-Let." In the language of the Aboriginal Nuu-chah-nulth, it 
means "safe harbour." The unpretentious, outgoing people who live here call it "Ukee" and 
visitors are invited to do the same. Ukee folk like to chat to strangers, walk them to their 
destinations, show them where to eat and introduce local legends like Oyster Jim, prime mover 
in creating the Wild Pacific Trail, a gentle walk that delivers 8.5km of eye-popping coastal 
panoramas to hikers. 
  Surfing is a popular attraction on the west coast.    

 
 

Tofino and Ucluelet Outdoor Adventures ς Your choice! 

¶ Fishing (May to October) 

¶ Whale Watching (July to October) 

¶ Storm Watching 

¶ Beach combing 

¶ Hiking 

¶ Botanical Gardens 

¶ Rainforest Interpretive Centre, Museums, Art Galleries 
 
 Overnight in West Coast Accommodation      
 
Day Three Continue your west coast exploration before travelling back east 
 Travel back to Nanaimo (3 hour drive)  
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 Travel to Vancouver aboard BC Ferries (95 minute cruise)   
 

 
 

Tourism Vancouver Island - Agent of Tourism British Columbia 

501 ς 65 Front Street, Nanaimo, BC V9R 5H9, Phone: 250-754-3500 
www.vancouverisland.travel  
 
Contact: 
Karen Bonell, 2010 & Beyond Media Coordinator 
Mobile: 250-792-3733, karen@tourismvi.ca  
Lana Kingston, Regional Media Relations Representative 

 Phone: 250-740-1213, Mobile: 250-739-9087, lana@tourismvi.ca  
 
 

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR 2010 DREAM TRIP! 
 

 

 
 

Photos Credit: ChrisCheadle.com/Tourism Vancouver Island 


